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army at Culloden. His victory was marred by the senseless cruelties which
bestowed upon him the unsavoury title of " the Butcher ; " and the memory of
his bloody exploits during the pacification of the country did much to keep alive
Ihe clansmen's affection for the Stuarts.

Before the Jacobite danger was removed, George had been worsted in a trial
of strength with the Pelhams. They had begged to be allowed to bring Pitt
into the ministry, but George would not hear of it; and consequently the
Pelhams resigned (loth February). Bath and Granville (Carteret) failed to form
a ministry, and in high dudgeon poor George, protesting that he was not allowed
to have a mind of his own, was driven to call back " the old gang," and Pitt
with them as Paymaster of the Forces. The war still dragged on. Frederick
withdrew from it when in December 1745, by the Treaty of Dresden, Maria
Theresa again confirmed him in his Silesian conquests; but the British and
Hanoverian armies in the Low Countries failed to make any headway against the
French, and the British public were beginning to ask themselves and the poli-
ticians whether the expenditure of men and money was justified, French victories
at Raucoux (October 1746) and Lauffeld (July 1747) made them masters of the
Austrian Netherlands, and proved the complete ineffectiveness of the " barrier "
which had been so dear to earlier pro-Dutch politicians in England; and the
French capture of Madras (September 1746) struck a dangerous blow at the
British East Indian trade.

France was heartily tired of the war. She had suffered badly at sea at the
hands of British Fleets, and she feared isolation on land. Overtures for peace
were therefore made early in 1748, and British and French statesmen drew up
the preliminaries without bothering to consult their respective allies. These
were put into treaty form, and agreed upon at Aix-la-Chapelle in October and
November. All parties undertook to accept the Pragmatic Sanction, except
that Prussia was allowed to retain Silesia, and Elizabeth Farnese's second son
Don Philip secured Parma and Piacenza; Louis XV. made a formal recognition
of the Hanoverian Succession and promised to withdraw support from the
Jacobites; Francis' claim to the imperial title was acknowledged. Otherwise
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle confirmed the status quo ante bettum : it was con-
cluded merely because of the exhaustion of the belligerents, and not in the belief
that it would be a final settlement of outstanding European questions.

" The Broad Bottom Administration" remained in power until Henry
PeUiam's death in 1754. There were the usual petty quarrels among the ministers,
and Newcastle elbowed out some of his more tiresome rivals ; but in the main
Henry Pelham kept his team together with some semblance of loyalty, and
this enabled him to carry through some useful financial reforms. He was not
of Walpole's calibre as a financier, but he was a " safe " man in the sense that
lie took a sound view of public finance ; and by 1751 he had not only reduced